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A TOWN BOARD MEETING WAS HELD ON THURSDAY JULY 23, 2026 AT 6:00P.M. IN THE 

TOWN HALL, 201 THIRD AVE., FRANKFORT, NEW YORK 
 

 Present:  John Wallace, Supervisor 

  Christopher Evans, Councilman 

  Michael Perritano, Councilman 

  Joseph Tamburro, Councilman 

   Chief Matthew Palumbo 

   Karl Manne, Town Attorney 

 

  Supervisor Wallace opened the regular meeting at 6:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

    PROCLAMATION DECLARING VINCENT PALMIERI DAY JULY 23, 2026 
WHEREAS, Vincent Palmieri is a proud native of the Village of Frankfort, where he grew up on Orchard Street, 

drawing lifelong inspiration from the deep-rooted values of family, respect, and community; and 

WHEREAS, through his dedicated career as a special education teacher and his subsequent calling as a professional 

novelist, he has consistently invested his talents into uplifting others and preserving local heritage; and 

WHEREAS, Vincent Palmieri has exceptionally captured the spirit, history, and colorful character of our hometown 

through his acclaimed literary works, including Ruthie Deeply and The King of Orchard Street; and 

WHEREAS, The King of Orchard Street beautifully recreates the nostalgic environment of Frankfort across the 

1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, serving as a vital narrative record of the kindness, cooperation, and community bonds that 

define our village; and 

WHEREAS, his storytelling instills a deep sense of local pride, ensures our traditions are preserved for future 

generations, and brings positive recognition and distinction to our community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Supervisor John Wallace of the Town of Frankfort, New York, do hereby proclaim July 23, 

2026 as: 

    VINCENT PALMIERI DAY 

Within the Town of Frankfort, and urge all citizens to celebrate his outstanding contributions as an author, historian, 

and neighbor, and to explore our rich history through his words. 

 
     PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

Vincent Palmieri said he learned a lot writing his books. There were lots of stories to tell, he said, adding that he 

felt lucky to be the one to write them down. His books, he said, belong to people who have called Frankfort home 

for generations. “It’s a legacy,” he said, adding that he hoped they would be read by generations in years to come. 

“That’s the real honor. Palmieri has written two books, “Ruthie Deeply” and “The King of Orchard Street,” both 

about the colorful people and places he knew growing up in Frankfort. He presented a copy of each to the town. 

Glenn Asnoe said the district had added a charge for improvements to the water main. However, he had understood 

that since town residents already paid a 75% upcharge from village residents, the upcharge was supposed to cover 

improvements. He did not understand the bond and upgrade and questioned its legality. 

Town Supervisor John Wallace asked to see the bill, and Asnoe said he could easily access anybody’s water bill 

online. Town Attorney Karl Manne said the upcharge did not legally preclude additional charges, but the matter 

must be looked into. Wallace said the board would look into it and thanked Asnoe for bringing the matter up. 

Mary Morse, of McGowan Rd. said cars came off the 5S exit ramp and ignored the stop sign, making it impossible 

to get out of McGowan Road safely, the worst times being from 4 to 5 p.m. She thought a greater police presence 

with tickets issued would help. 

Steve Morse agreed that speeding was a safety issue, adding that manholes on the street are adding to the situation. 

He said the manholes have sunk to the point where vehicles rattle when they go over them and cause nearby houses 

to rattle as well. Mary Morse said some were, “this far from the road,” showing a space of some inches with her 

arms. “We’re not complainers,” Steve Morse said, but rather longtime Frankfort residents who had always enjoyed 

living in the town and want to see such problems addressed. 
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Wallace said that since the street is a Herkimer County road, not a town road, the county would need to make any 

necessary repairs and that the town would pass along these concerns to the appropriate county officials. 

NO. 113    APPROVE MEETING MINUTES 

MOTION made by Councilman Perritano that the town board resolves to approve the meeting minutes of June 25, 

2026. Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call; Vote was 4-0                             APPROVED  

 

   COMMITTEE REPORT / DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Various reports submitted and reviewed 

 Chief Matthew Palumbo submitted his report; attached and discussed. 

 LE Tech grant has been released this year the state has designated the max funding for agencies.  

 I will be looking to extend the Body Camera licensing and storage for five (5) more years.  

 I will look to fund upgrades to the building security system.  

 I have spoken to our grant rep regarding JAG funds; our request is still in limbo as they are waiting on funding to be 

 released.  

 SPO Fahey has started Peace Officer school this week, as noted in last month’s meeting there is no cost for the 

 school, just his salary. Moving forward if we continue to have court security I recommend police or peace officers 

 only. 

 The first session of annual department firearms rang will take place in August.  

  Superintendent Perritano submitted his report; attached and discussed. 

 The 2000 International and 1965 Walters sold on Auction International for a total of $13,225.00 

 Suit-Kote will be starting milling on Monday 

 Our local ice control supplier has been unable to supply municipalities with ice control product.  We had run out of 

 ice control last year.  After speaking with area superintendents, we have been hauling it in from Material Sand & 

 Gravel, also on the Herkimer County contract list at a higher cost. 

 The sewer pump at ADK has been serviced for the year. 

 The generators at the town garage and Brookside Drive pump station are scheduled for their annual service next 

 week.                       
   FINANCIALS 

Supervisor Wallace reported that he gave the town board the current bank balances and the Supervisors monthly 

report for June, NYClass is still doing very well. The Town received the second county sales tax for $232,847.34. 

 

   PRESENTATION AN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE OVERVIEW   

Jerry Meyers, Planning Board Chairman gave a presentation on behalf of the Town Planning Board. 

The presentation began with an overview of what an AI data center is, acknowledging that almost every company 

worldwide now uses AI. The centers run 24/7/365 using enormous amounts of electrical power and cooling 

capacity, Meyers said. 

Meyers acknowledged there may be some positives possible in construction employment, but in general long-term 

employment is low and the long-term impacts of these facilities are unknown. What is known, Meyers said, was in 

communities where AI data centers have already been built, there have been significant increases in utility rates, 

high resource consumption, ineffective tax incentives, climate and energy challenges, and resource efficiency trade-

offs. 

Ultimately, the Planning Board recommended implementation of a town-wide moratorium on data center 

development until all issues can be researched and the board can decide the best way to move forward. 

 

   RAILROAD STREET BRIDGE—Bridge Award 

Supervisor Wallace said the Town is awaiting confirmation additional grant funding from the Department of 

Transportation.                                 TABLED 

 

                                           HIGHWAY PHONE SYSTEM UPGRADE                              TABLED  

 

                                           OAKVIEW & BANK OF AMERICA 

Town Attorney Karl Manne gave a report on money left in trust by the will of Lyle D. Hoffler to certain charitable 

institutions, including the Cemetery Association which had ceased operations. The town has taken over care of Oak 
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View Cemetery but is ineligible to receive the money, Manne said. Since the association never formally dissolved, 

what is needed is to find new volunteers who can receive and administer the money. Wallace said he could 

volunteer, and Manne suggested reaching out to previous board members for suggestions. 

 

                                           WEST FRANKFORT WATER PHASE II                TABLED 

 

                                           TOWN HALL BOILER/AC SERVICE CONTRACT                       TABLED              

 

NO. 114   APPROVE SUPPORTING THE VILLAGE OF FRANKFORT – HARBORFEST 

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to support the Village of Frankfort and pay for 

the firework not to exceed $5,000.00, for the Harbor Fest on Saturday September 26, 2026 at the Frankfort Marina. 

Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0.                 APPROVED    

                                            

NO. 115                AWARD BOARD STREET SEWER PUMP STATION BID 

MOTION made by Councilman Tamburro that the town board resolves to approve the lowest bid $416,726; to 

Henderson Bros. Contracting, Inc. 47 Gildner Rd, Central Square, NY Bids, and the contract change order; 

Supervisor Wallace to sign and execute any and all documents; Superintendent Perritano spoke with the contractor 

and changed the control systems; the amount of the bid is $396,426.00. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll 

call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0                             APPROVED 

      

NO.116               PROPOSED—LOCAL LAW NO. 2 FOR THE YEAR 2026 - A LOCAL LAW 

REPEALING AND REPLACING LOCAL LAW NO. 4 OF 2025, AND ESTABLISHING A SIX-MONTH 

MORATORIUM ON APPLICATIONS, APPROVALS, AND/OR CONSTRUCTION OR INSTALLATION OF 

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS, SOLAR FARMS, WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS, WINDMILLS, AND/OR 

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS(“BESS”) 

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve Proposed Local Law No.2, 2026, a 

local law repealing and replacing Local Law #4 of 2025, and Establishing a Six-Month Moratorium on Applications, 

Approvals, and/or Construction or Installation on Solar Energy Systems, Solar Farms, Wind Energy Systems, 

Windmills and Battery Energy Storage System;  that the Town Board of the Town of Frankfort shall hold a public 

hearing at 6:00 PM on August 20, 2026 at Town Hall, 201 Third Ave., Frankfort, New York 13340, and authorize 

the town clerk to issue the legal notice for the same. Copies of the proposed local law are available at the Office of 

the Town Clerk at the above address. At the time and place above, all members of the public shall be heard. Second 

by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0.            APPROVED 

                                              

NO. 117       PROPOSED—PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. 3 FOR THE YEAR 2026—A LOCAL 

LAW AFFECTING A MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL CRYPTOCURRENCY MINING 

OPERATIONS AND DATA PROCESSING CENTERS 

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve Local Law No. 3, a local law 

establishing a new six-month moratorium on applications or proceeding, or the issuance of approvals or permits for 

Commercial Cryptocurrency Mining operations and Data Processing Centers within the Town: that the town board 

of the Town of Frankfort shall hold a public hearing at 6:10 PM on August 20, 2026 at Town Hall, 201 Third Ave., 

Frankfort, New York 13340, and authorize the Town Clerk at the above address to issue legal notice for the same. 

Copies of the proposed local law are available at the office of the Town Clerk at the above address. All members of 

the public shall be heard. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0       APPROVED 

 

NO. 118        APPROVE AMERICAN FIREWORKS APPLICATION (for August 18, 2026) 

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to approve and grant permission to American 

Fireworks Display LLC to conduct fireworks display at Herkimer County Fairgrounds located on Cemetery Hill in 

the Town of Frankfort on Saturday, August 18, 2026 for a Wedding.  Second by Councilman Evans.  Upon roll call; 

All in favor.  Vote was 3-0                                                                     APPROVED 

                           

 

NO. 119                             APPROVE RESOLUTION FOR HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND 

RAILROAD NEW YOUR SCENIC BYWAY NOMINATION AND CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN                                
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MOTION made by Councilman Perritano that the town board resolves to approve that the Town of Frankfort 

supports the designation of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway which includes 

programs for stewardship and enhancement of the histrionic scenic byway and guidance to manage future activities 

along its corridor. Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call: All in favor. Vote was 4-0           APPROVED 

 

NO. 120                           APPROVE INDEPENDENT AUDIT SERVICES—TOWN WIDE FINANCIAL 

FOR GRANTS RECIEVED 

MOTION made by Councilman Perritano that the town board resolves to authorize Supervisor Wallace to go out 

for bids for independent Audits. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0    

                                                             APPROVED 

 

NO. 121   SPEED LIMIT STUDY IN THE ROLLING HILLS DEVELOPMENT  

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town Board resolves to request a speed study done from the Rolling 

Hills Development to lower the limit of 30mph. Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote 

was 4-0                         APPROVED 

 

NO. 122   A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW YORK ASSOCIATION OF 

TOWNS BILL OF RIGHT 

MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace that the town board resolves to endorse and adopts the New York 

Association of Towns Bill of Rights and affirms its commitment to the principles (attached and read). Second by 

Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0                    APPROVED 

 

           ABSTRACT OF AUDITED VOUCHERS—JULY ABSTRACT #7 
 NO. 123  MOTION made by Councilman Perritano to approve General Abstract #7—Claim No. 310-

 351H, Total $68,579.98. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0        APPROVED               

                                                                                          

 NO. 124  MOTION made by Councilman Perritano to approve TOV Abstract #7—Claim No. 73-90, 

 Total $40,449.77. Second by Councilman Evans Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0           APPROVED                   

                                         

 NO. 125  MOTION made by Councilman Perritano to approve Highway Abstract #7—Claim No. 130-

 147B Total $37604.17 Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0           APPROVED                   

                                                   

 NO. 126  MOTION made by Councilman Perritano to approve Highway TOV Abstract #7—Claim 

 No. 15-19 Total $3,415.52. Second by Councilman Evans. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0   APPROVED           

                                                                                                                             
 NO. 127  MOTION made by Councilman Evans to approve Special District Abstract #7—Claim No.68-

 82A, Total $29,218.05.  Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0    APPROVED             

                         

 NO. 128  MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Oakview Cemetery Abstract #3—Claim  

 No.3, Total $1,866.66.00.  Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0                     

                                           APPROVED 

 NO. 129  MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to approve Water Project Abstract #6—Claim No.8, 

 Total $146.25.  Second by Councilman Perritano. Upon roll call; All in favor. Vote was 4-0            APPROVED          

                                            

               

 MOTION made by Supervisor Wallace to adjourn. Second by Councilman Tamburro. Upon roll call; All in favor. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM.           

       

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Dorri DeRollo, Town Clerk 

 

 NEXT MEETING:  August 20, 2026 at 6:00PM 


